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FUNDRAISING GOAL 

Santa Monica Film Festival (SMFF) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit arts and 
education organization established in 1997. The 2018 Santa Monica Film 
Festival is a charity event with the goal of fundraising to open and equip a 
state-of-the-art media center that offers free and low cost resources to 
filmmakers and underserved artists in your community. 

PLEASE buy festival tickets or passes and/or make a tax deductible 
donation to support underserved artists in the Los Angeles area.   

MAIL DONATIONS 
Mail donations to PO Box 4339 Los Angeles CA 91041 

PAYPAL DONATIONS 
info@smff.org 

RED EQUIPMENT DONATIONS 
Donate new and working used RED digital cinema equipment. 
Email us @ info@smff.org to schedule a no-cost pick up.   



The 2018 Santa Monica Film Festival (SMFF) will present 24 new, 
compelling and engaging indie films from local, national and 
international emerging filmmakers in competition. SMFF is proud 
to curate and showcase an exclusive selection of award-winning 
films representing a truly unique mix of culture and genre.  

We invite you to attend, network and support this cinematic event 
with your charitable participation.   

FESTIVAL INTRODUCTION 



10:00 AM  Screening (89 minutes)   
Hula Girl  
Scrojo 
Undocumented 
Over and Out 
Ziggy's Will 
Only A Movie! 

12:00 N Screening (85 minutes)  
Pour 585 
Azzurro 
Stolen Hearts 
For Muriel 
The Replacement 
One Dark Night 
Heavy Rain 

EVENT SCHEDULE 

2:00 PM Screening (87 minutes)  
Once Upon A Woman 
Barriers 
Pure 
It's A Mess 
Juice Truck 

4:00 PM Screening (45 minutes) 
Hsofilms • LA Weekly • Retrospective 

5:00 PM Screening (84 minutes) 
Last Meal 
Manny Fantasma 
Hinge 
Stuck 

7:00 PM Screening (86 minutes)  
Funny Story 

8:30 PM Awards Party 
@ 1212 Santa Monica 



AWARDS PARTY 

DESCRIPTION 
After a day of watching films and networking, 
join us to celebrate with the award winners of 
SMFF 2018. 

VENUE 
1212 Santa Monica 
1212 3rd St. Promenade 
Santa Monica CA 90401 

DATE 
Saturday, December 8 

TIMES 
Arrivals 8:30 PM 
Awards 9:30 PM 
Last Call 10:45 PM 

AWARD PRESENTERS 

Ted Winterer  
Mayor | City of Santa Monica 

Dr. Kathryn E. Jeffery 
Superintendent / President 

Santa Monica College 

Casey Contreras 
Culture & Design Editor 

The Corsair 

Alci Rengifo 
Film Critic | Rotten Tomatoes 



TICKETS & PASSES 

INDIVIDIAL SCREENING TICKETS ($10) 

ALL SCREENING PASS ($20) 
• Access to ALL Film Screenings 

AWARDS PARTY ($40) 
• Access to the Awards Party 

CINEPHILE PASS ($48) 
• Access to ALL Film Screenings 
• Access to the Awards Party 

PATRON PASS ($150) 
• Reserved Seating 
• Access to ALL Film Screenings 
• Access to the Awards Reception 
• Recognition on screen before each film 
• A portion of this purchase may be tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by law 

KCRW PASS (FREE) 
•KCRW Members with valid KCRW benefits 
card are eligible to receive a screening passes 
that grants access to all available screenings. 

SANTA MONICA PASS (FREE) 
• Access to all available film screenings for 
Santa Monica residents with valid CA DMV ID. 



VENUES 

AWARDS PARTY 
1212 Santa Monica 

1212 3rd St. Promenade 
Santa Monica CA 90401 

FILM SCREENINGS 
Laemmle’s Monica Film Center 

1332 2nd Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90401  

PARKING 
We recommend parking in City Parking Structure #4, directly across the 
street from the theatre. If this lot is full, you can park at the next structure 
one block north on 2nd Street.  



SPONSORS 



FESTIVAL STAFF 

Nicola Carbonetta 
Creative Director 

David Katz 
Board Member 

Robert Russler 
Board Member 

Shen Schulz 
Board Member 

Sarah Wolk | Wolk & Levine 
Fundraising Council 

Joe Carbonetta 
Production Manager 

Brenda Carbonetta 
Hospitality Coordinator 

Todd Fluker 
Chavel Devine 
Nate Lake 
Production Associates 

Ray Flores 
Emcee 

Tel. (424) 229-1318 
Email: info@smff.org 

www.smff.org 



MERCHADISE 

T-SHIRTS ($22) 
• S – M – L – XL 
• Brand (Bella+Canvas) #3413 
• Cotton Blend 
• Color Charcoal / Robin’s Egg 

Buying a T-Shirt is a great way to support 
the festival. Pricing includes all shipping 
and handling fees. 

Click Here to Order 



535 N Brand Blvd. Suite 300  
Glendale, CA  91203  
818-241-7499  
www.wolklevine.com 



OFFICIAL SELECTIONS 



OFFICIAL SELECTIONS 



Documentary 

HULA GIRL 
Hoops have been used for play since 500 BCE, but 
in the late 1950’s when a newly minted American 
mother of four, saw a bamboo hoop being used by 
friends in her native country of Australia, a fad was 
born. Naiveté thwarted credit and monetary 
compensation and so what we know about the Hula 
Hoop, the true origin of its name and discovery was 
forever altered, twisted and lied about. Hula Girl is 
the true story of the “Australian friend” that brought 
the idea and name to Wham-O in 1958. After 60 
years,  94-year old Joan Anderson is finally able to 
set the record straight. 

Directors  
Amy Hill and Chris Riess 

Running Time 
10:23 



SCROJO: Scoundrel, Charlatan, Savant 
His resume is a who's who of the rock 
world. The quintessential art school 
dropout, Scrojo is a self- taught artist and 
graphic designer. Growing up in San 
Diego, California, Scrojo was heavily 
influenced by the surf culture, hot rods and 
the punk rock music scene. Having 
designed "gig posters" for the Solana 
Beach musical venue the Belly Up Tavern 
for over 30 years, Scrojo wears the dual 
hats of artist and marketer. With his keen 
eye, sense of whimsy, and punk-rock 
sensibility, Scrojo finessed his own unique 
artistic style, capturing the musical 
essence of each artist while persuasively 
promoting their message to audiences 
worldwide. 

Director 
Brian McHugh 

Running Time 
9:31 

Documentary 



UNDOCUMENTED 
An undocumented filmmaker in Los 
Angeles traverses his surroundings - 
his neighborhood, the mall at which 
he works, a film set - in order to 
come to terms with the ugliness and 
beauty of his world. 

Director 
Bishal Dutta 

Running Time 
5:39 

Documentary 



Short 

OVER AND OUT 
Two women bond after the shared experience of 
having their first babies. They experience joy 
and jokes over how nuts it is that you push a 
baby out of your body and then they just are 
alive. But when one woman reveals her birth 
had complications, she's able to find support in 
the arms of a complete stranger because 
sometimes, they're the only ones who 
understand. 

Director 
Brian Sutherin (@BrianSutherin) 

Running Time 
11:23 



Short 

ZIGGY’S WILL 
When his long estranged, rock-star father 
commits suicide, an ambitious actor finds 
that he has been left a multi-million dollar 
inheritance that he can only claim by 
taking a cross-country road trip with his 
father’s mysterious, drug addled ex-wife.  

Midway through this journey, the two find 
themselves in jail together and must work 
together to ensure their release, 
confronting their differences in the 
process. 

Director 
Alexander Sharp  (@sharpyf64) 

Running Time 
14:15 



Short 

“ONLY A MOVIE” 
When seemingly normal 'Guy' 
investigates why things always feel 
strangely repetitive and familiar, he 
discovers that his life is a bad movie, 
in which he plays the lead. Upon 
realizing that the film will culminate 
with his own terrible demise, he 
decides to go off-script and rewrite 
his own narrative.  

Director 
Teddy Cecil 

Running Time 
17:08 



Short 

POUR 585 
In a dystopian world populated by 
animated wine glasses, a timid 
character tries to escape an 
important rite of passage. When he 
disrupts the standard pouring ritual, 
he discovers that individuality comes 
with a price. Pour 585 is a 
cautionary tale about the dangers of 
conformity that uses metaphor to 
illustrate the process of 
indoctrination. 

Director 
Patrick Smith 

Running Time 
04:46 



Short 

AZZURRO 
Gloria is being driven around 
Southern Italy when the car breaks 
down. Her driver Claudio pleads with 
her to wait at the beach, while he 
gets the car repaired. Now truly 
alone, Gloria's grief is transformed 
by the blue Ionian Sea. 

Director 
Jeneffa Soldatic 

Running Time 
12:58 



Short 

STOLEN HEARTS 
Kyle and Erica find themselves in a 
long term relationship that is riddled 
with miscommunication. They can 
no longer ignore the hard truths 
about their dynamic and are finally 
confronting their issues head on. But 
the conversation doesn’t go as 
either of them expects.  

Director 
Phil Augusta Jackson @philaugustaj 

Running Time 
07:31 



Short 

FOR MURIEL 
A comedy about Elaine and Helen, 
two ladies pushing 70, and their 
younger friend, Jenn, as they plot to 
rob a bank. Because none of them 
has ever robbed a bank, they each 
suggest a different movie to model 
their robbery on. 

Director 
Rebecca Shapiro  

Running Time 
14:00 



Short 

THE REPLACEMENT 
On election night, a janitor feels 
cheated out of a life he might have 
lived when his own clone becomes 
the President. He goes on a bender 
to seek justice, encountering new 
forms of prejudice, dismissal, and 
classism. In a society where the 
morality around cloning is dividing 
the masses, physically looking like 
the newly elected President has its 
own dangers… 

Director 
Sean Miller 

Running Time 
16:15 



Short 

ONE DARK NIGHT 
Dad spins a decades old tale during 
a family campout. 

Director 
Michael Trainotti 

Running Time 
18:39 



Short 

HEAVY RAIN 
A young man holds his father 
hostage at gunpoint after watching 
his mother be brutally murdered. he 
is torn by the choice to get revenge 
or let justice prevail. 

Director 
Motaz Elbahaey 

Running Time 
08:42 



Short 

ONCE UPON A WOMAN 
A revisionist Western in which both 
cowboys and Indians are struggling 
with personal conflicts framed 
against the impending doom of their 
respective cultures. 

Director 
Wayne Hodges 

Running Time 
20:17 



Short 

BARRIERS 
As an artist, I am troubled by the 
barriers that we have put around 
ourselves in modern society - 
categorizing people by language or 
skin color or educational level or 
economic status. I believe that 
humans can break through those 
barriers - even when we are 
spiraling out of control. Barriers is 
the story of one woman who breaks 
out in her own sort of way. 

Director 
Sharri Hefner @sassyhef 

Running Time 
06:30 



Short 

PURE 
Nathan, a mixed-race business 
executive in Los Angeles, prepares 
a romantic dinner for his soon-to-be 
fiancée, Jane and her parents. 
When her parents fail to show up, a 
painful truth is revealed with 
disastrous results. Later that same 
evening, Nathan meets Daniel in a 
bar and is forced to deal with his 
own bias after an explosive conflict. 

Director 
Mantas Valantiejus 

Running Time 
11:54 



Short 

IT’S A MESS 
A homeless man (Vincent D'Onofrio) 
with a troubled past...two young 
sisters with a dark secret...part 
modern day fairytale, part ode to the 
solitude of New York City 
nights...IT'S A MESS is a study of 
the loneliness that comes from 
knowing that in this "civilized" world, 
innocence and evil are separated 
only by a fine mist that dissipates 
after sunset. 

Director 
Frank Prinzi (@frank_prinzi) 

Running Time 
29:52 



Short 

JUICE TRUCK 
Three socially awkward women who 
work on a fresh pressed juice truck 
in Santa Monica California, brave 
the waves of life and the never 
ending battle to be beautiful, or 
simply comfortable in their own skin.  

Director 
Mecca White (@meccawhiteloin) 

Running Time 
16:56 



Documentary 

Hsofilms • LA Weekly • Retrospective 
Documenting LA’s People, Places and Things 
from the Streets.  Capturing real people in life.  
What's your LA story? 

Director 
Hso Hkam @hsofilms 

Running Time 
45:00 



Short 

LAST MEAL 
A dark comedy exploring themes of 
male privilege and the relationship 
between ego and art. Celebrity chef 
Felix Blazer feels he is untouchable. 
The world has stopped saying "no" 
to him. So he says "yes" without 
worry to a serial killer's request for 
an extraordinary last meal. The 
killer, Harris Weatherby, is 
inordinately proud of his legacy as a 
very "successful" murderer. He 
needs the best last meal to 
complete the twisted fairytale ending 
he has in mind for himself. Turns 
out, the world does not exist to feed 
these men, and they become each 
other’s ultimate undoing. 

Director 
Lula Fotis (@lularaven__) 

Running Time 
14:45 



Episodic Pilot 

MANNY FANTASMA 
Monsters are real, but they aren't all 
bad. Some of them just need to talk. 
Manny Fantasma is a paranormal 
psychiatrist that doles out helpful 
talk therapy to vampires, ghosts, 
zombies, and other neurotic 
supernatural creatures. However, 
Manny needs to take his own 
medicine, as his family life isn't 
exactly the model of perfection.  

Director 
Michael Carnick (@michaelcarnick) 

Running Time 
29:10 



Short 

HINGE 
A lesbian couple's idyllic life is challenged by 
their mentally-unstable neighbor. 

Director 
Lisa Mayo @littlemissmayo 

Running Time 
22:00 



Short 

STUCK 
During a night of kinky sex, a young 
couple realizes they have different 
ideas about where their relationship 
is headed. When a sex toy mishap 
lands them in the emergency room, 
they must confront their issues 
surrounding love and relationships. 
Stuck is a romantic comedy about 
breaking up, making up, and taking 
a second chance at love. 

Director 
Corey Surge (@coreysurge) 

Running Time 
14:50 



Feature 

FUNNY STORY 
When narcissistic, womanizing TV star Walter 
Campbell (Matthew Glave, GRACE AND 
FRANKIE; FEUD; THE WEDDING SINGER) 
discovers that his latest fling is pregnant, he 
figures he better break the news to his 
estranged adult daughter Nicole (Jana 
Winternitz, THE THINNING) in person by 
crashing her vacation in Big Sur. As a favor to 
Nic, he agrees to bring her friend Kim (Emily 
Bett Rickards, ARROW), along with him on 
the drive. When they arrive at their 
destination, Walter realizes he’s learned 
secrets about Kim that could ruin the fun for 
everyone. What’s a father to do? This 
delightfully dark dramedy, a Santa Monica 
Film Festival favorite, offers some surprisingly 
insightful answers. 

Director 
Michael Gallagher (@TotallySketch) 

Running Time 
85:10 



CONTACT 
Nicola Carbonetta | Creative Director 

info@smff.org 

SPONSORSHIP 



SUPPORT THE ARTS 

Santa Monica Film Festival (SMFF) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit arts and education 
organization. The 2018 Santa Monica Film Festival is a charity event with the 
goal of fundraising to open and equip a state-of-the-art media center that offers 
free and low cost resources to filmmakers and underserved artists in your 
community. 

PLEASE buy festival tickets or passes and/or make a tax deductible donation to 
support underserved artists in the Los Angeles area.   

Mail Donations 
Mail donations to PO Box 4339 Los Angeles CA 91041 

PayPal Donations 
info@smff.org 

RED Equipment Donations  
Donate new and working used RED digital cinema system equipment. 
Email us @ info@smff.org to schedule a no-cost pick up.   



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

.   

Contributions may be tax-deductible pursuant to IRS section 501c3.  


